
Christians Are Persecuted Throughout the Muslim World. 
There are over 50 Muslim countries around the world. All of them incorporate some elements of 
sharia, or Islamic law in practice. This is the same sharia law that considers conversion to 
Christianity an offence punishable by death.  And while many Muslim countries officially allow 
Christian worship, most have placed restrictions on Christians, making worship difficult and 
even dangerous.  
 
Here are some examples: 

 

 
Egypt:  Attacks by Muslim fundamentalists against Coptic Christians are common and not 
being effectively countered by the government. The government has conducted mass 
detentions, harasses and tortures Christian converts and restricts the expansion and repair of 

hristian facilities. C  

Indonesia:  The government closes down churches without explanation, depriving 
Christians of places of worship. Christian women are forced to conform to Muslim dress 
codes. Churches have also been burned to the ground. 
 

Iran:  To convert from Islam to another faith is a criminal offense in Iran. Christians are 
routinely threatened, arrested, imprisoned and tortured because of their faith.  
 

Jordan:  Muslim woman are often killed by their own families for marrying Christian men. A 
court in Jordan ordered a Christian widow sent to jail because she refused to hand over her 
two young children to be raised as Muslims. 
 

Lebanon:  Once half the Lebanese population, Lebanese Christians now make up only 
about 25% of the population.  Civil war, persecution and anti-Christian violence have led to 
mass Christian emigration.   
 

Nigeria:  Northern Nigeria is mostly Muslim. The government there appears to be conducting 
a campaign to eradicate all evidence of Christianity in that part of the country. Anti-Christian 
mob violence and church burning is common.  
 

Pakistan:  Christians have been the target of trumped up charges of blasphemy. They are 
often the target of fundamentalist Muslims, who have even attacked Churches and schools 
with firearms and hand grenades. A high court judge who acquitted Christians in a blasphemy 
case was assassinated.  
 

Palestinian Authority:  There have been numerous reported cases of Christian 
worshippers and converts harassed, beaten, imprisoned and killed. In July, 2003, a 
Palestinian convert to Christianity was murdered and carved into four pieces as a warning to 
other Christians.  
 

Saudi Arabia:  All Christian worship is forbidden in the country - even within the U.S. 
Embassy. Christians have been jailed and deported for possessing a Bible. Saudi Muslim 
citizens who convert to Christianity are subject to the death penalty.  
 

Sudan:  The Muslim northern government has encouraged and facilitated attacks on 
Christians in the south, including mob violence and church burnings. Horrendous civil rights 
violations are conducted against the Christians and non-Muslims. Crucifixion and slavery have 
been reported. 
 

United Arab Emirates:  A Filipino pastor was arrested for distributing Christian materials. 
A Lebanese Christian man who married a Muslim woman from UAE was arrested, tortured 
and forced to divorce his wife after moving to UAE 
 
 


